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My Big Fat Online class

I teach a one semester micro-macro principles class with 400 students

Key Course Elements:

Interactive online lecture modules
Streaming video of recorded problem sessions
Graded and practice quizzes
Proctored testing via Blackboard
Course organization and communication

My emphasis today is on lecture modules
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Adobe Captivate

Lecture modules are produced with Adobe Captivate

Attributes of Captivate:

Elearning authoring software
Similar to PowerPoint, but with enhancements
Output in Flash format
Presentations housed on a local server
SCORM compliant
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I Like Captivate

Here are some things I like about Captivate presentations:

Engaging and interactive
Can mimic chalk-and-talk dynamic
Can prompt users for input
Can track student success and progress
Can nicely display graphs, images, and animations
Can offer links to applications or web content
Can prompt participation in Facebook discussions
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Examples

You can find examples here:

Visit "professorchappell.com" and follow link to "Teaching Examples"

What examples illustrate:

Not completely impersonal?
Arguments unfold much as they do in class
Modules are well-organized
Too fast? Pause or repeat!
Dull stuff (like tables of cost concepts) go quickly
Handouts, calculators, and other materials are nearby
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Creating Modules

Creating modules takes time

I estimate that 1 minute of module time requires 1 hour of labor

Photos and images

I take some photos and use 3rd-party vendors to remove backgrounds
Other images are liscensed from iStockphoto.com
Some drawings and objects created in Word and PowerPoint
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Hosting Modules

Hosting Issues

Modules are hosted on university server
Modules NOT successfully hosted on Blackboard
Other LMSs will work
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Testing

Blackboard Chapter Quizzes

Practice and graded
Questions are randomly drawn from test bank
Students may take quizzes repeatedly

Blackboard Tests

Taken in proctored lab
Test questions drawn from same sample as practice quizzes
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Problem Sessions

In-class problem solving sessions

Problems from test bank solved in class
Sessions are video-recorded and then streamed via the web
Attendance is poor
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Communication

Managing E-mail

Course-specific e-mail address
Monitored by polite TA
Gmail "canned responses"
Refer students to online help

Website

Central location for all course information
Schedule page

FAQ

Elaborate page of frequently asked questions
"I have read the course policies, but do those really apply to me?"
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Facebook

Facebook course group

Modules refer students to the group to respond to questions
Students can post questions
Students form study groups
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Possible Improvements

Possible improvments

LMS Integration of modules and grading
Feedback and branching in modules
Improve video planning and production
Integration of video in modules
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